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Dr Karin McArthur 
Executive Director 
Department for Communities 
Gordon Stephenson House 
140 William Street 
PERTH WA 6000 

 

12th February 2013 

 

Dear Dr McArthur, 
 
RE: WA Youth Awards, Most Outstanding Youth Worker Award Category 

For many years the WA youth work sector, along with colleagues in other states of Australia have 
made it clear that there is a significant difference between a Youth Worker and someone who 
“works with young people”. Youth Work is a proud profession with more than 150 years of history of 
practice across the world. It has specific skills, knowledge and professional ethics that take its 
practitioners years of study and experience to develop.  

Unfortunately, it is also a profession that is sometimes misunderstood by the general community. 
This misunderstanding has led to the myth that anyone can be a youth worker. 

The Western Australian Association of Youth Workers is the professional association for Youth 
Workers in Western Australia. As a membership based organisation we are committed to ensuring 
the development, promotion and regulation of Youth Work in the state.  

The Most Outstanding Youth Worker Award Category at the WA Youth Awards replaced long 
standing youth work awards, run by the Youth Affairs Council of Western Australia. Previous to its 
inclusion in the WA Youth Awards, it was an industry award that recognised excellence in 
professional youth work and was seen as one of the pinnacles of the sector. Whilst WAAYW sees 
the partnership between YACWA and the Department of Communities as an excellent initiative, we 
are concerned since that time the award has been watered down. 

Over the past few years, it has been clear that a number of finalists, and winners, of the 
Outstanding Youth Worker Award, have not been professional Youth Workers, but rather 
community volunteers. Whilst their achievements are not to be ignored, as they are making great 
contributions to the WA community, their inclusion in this category is inappropriate. The impact of 
this is an undermining of the professional status of Youth Work in Western Australia and further, a 
diminishing of the award itself. 

WAAYW believes that the ongoing recognition of excellence in Youth Work is incredibly important 
for a group of professionals that work tirelessly under difficult circumstances to bring out the best in 



Western Australia’s young people. We would encourage the Department of Communities to make 
changes to ensure that the Outstanding Youth Worker category continues to recognise excellence 
in professional youth work practice. We believe that this could be achieved by the better inclusion of 
industry members in selection of the award, and whilst not possible for this years awards, changes 
to the category description to make it clear that the award is one for the profession. 

If in the eyes of the Department, the Award is not intended to recognise Youth Work, but rather 
people who support young people in a range of ways (including teachers, volunteers, sports 
coaches and the like)  then WAAYW would prefer that the award was renamed to make this clear. 
This would allow the sector to resurrect its own systems for recognition. 

In support of the award, and because we see it as so important, WAAYW has ensured that we have 
nominated a number of our members who we believe are amongst the best that Youth Work has to 
offer, and who have shown an amazing commitment to young people in this state. We know that 
they will be competitive in the selections. 

If you would like more information about the WA Association of Youth Workers, please visit our 
website at www.waayw.org  and if you have any questions regarding this letter please contact 
WAAYW Chairperson, Jethro Sercombe, on 0401 904 250 or email info@waayw.org. We look 
forward to your response. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jethro Sercombe and Dana Anderson 
Chairperson and Vice Chairperson 
Western Australian Association of Youth Workers 

 

 

Cc: Craig Comrie, EO Youth Affairs Council of WA 


